Montclair Wildlife Habitat Project
Attracting Wildlife to Gardens

Landscaping
            Conservation:
Conservation Landscaping
http://www.fws.gov/r5cbfo/conlascp.htm

Although this is aimed at the Chesapeake Bay area, the advice 


is useful for this area also.

            Native Species:


Native Wildflower Gardens


http://nps.gov/piro/lp20.htm


On using native plants rather than imported species

            For Birds:
Landscaping to Attract Birds

http://library.fws.gov/Bird_Publications/attract.html
            For Butterflies:
Creating a Butterfly Garden 

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/mc/services/dep/greenman/butter.htm
            For Bees:
Bee Garden

http://gears.tucson.ars.ag.gov/na/bgardn.html
Habitat Information

Wildlife Habitat Garden Plant List:


http://wallkillriver.fws.gov/garden%20plant%20list.htm
Backyard Conservation – Wildlife Habitat:


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/backyard/pdf/Wildlife.pdf


Six-page brochure about backyard conservation

Wildlife Habitat Tip Sheet:

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/backyard/WildHab.html


One page on how to create a wildlife habitat

 

Wildlife
Living with Wildlife:


http://www.aphis.usda.gov/oa/pubs/lww.html
Wildlife:

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/pubs/fsheet_faq_notice/fs_wslww.html


How to keep wildlife at bay

Songbirds:

Migratory Songbird Conservation


http://library.fws.gov/Bird_Publications/songbrd.html


A publication of the Fish and Wildlife Service to explain measures



To make yards and parks attractive to songbirds

Frogs:

Homeowner’s Guide to Protecting Frogs – Lawn and Garden Care


http://contaminants.fws.gov/Documents/Homeowners_Guide_Frogs.pdf
Coyotes:

Coyotes


http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/pubs/fsheet_faq_notice/fs_wscoyote.html
...And finally

Turkeys:


http://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/outgoblr.htm
Deer:


http://www.nj.gov/dep/fgw/derclasart03.htm
List of Wildlife Gardening Sources  

Websites
www.nwf.org
The website of the National Wildlife Federation.  Search it under “Backyard Wildlife Habitat” to find extensive information about the process of certifying your yard and your community as wildlife habitat.  There are links to other useful websites as well as information and photos from homes and communities that have achieved Wildlife Habitat certification.

 www.audubon.org
The website of the National Audubon Society.  It includes links to other useful websites as well as to some very relevant articles previously published in Audubon magazine.  (See “Periodicals” below.)
Periodicals
Audubon magazine, the periodical of the National Audubon Society, runs frequent features on environmentally responsible yard and garden care.  An article I found especially useful was called “The Audubon Garden Makeover” from the July-August 2000 issue.  It describes how a family on Long Island re-landscaped their suburban yard to create wildlife habitat.  This may also be available online. (See “Websites” above.)
New Jersey Audubon, the quarterly periodical of the New Jersey Audubon Society, also runs occasional features related to this topic.

Books
Ellis, Barbara.  Attracting Birds and Butterflies: How to Plant a Backyard Habitat to Attract Hummingbirds and Other Winged Wildlife.  Houghton Mifflin, 1997.

An excellent source of information, providing lists of flowers, shrubs, and trees that attract birds, hummingbirds, and butterflies.  It provides descriptions and photos of many of the plants and information about their preferred sites.  I strongly recommend it to anyone getting started in wildlife-friendly gardening.
Kress, Stephen W., ed. Bird Gardens: Welcoming Wild Birds to Your Yard. Brooklyn Botanic Gardens, 1999.
Includes guidelines for designing bird gardens and recommended plants.
Sperka, Marie.  Growing Wildflowers: A Gardener’s Guide. Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1984.

A comprehensive reference about growing wildflowers.  Includes detailed information about topics such as soil preparation as well as about planting, bloom period, and preferred locations of wildflowers for the garden.

Sources of native Plants
Most nurseries carry few native plants, and their staffs usually are not very well informed about wildlife-friendly gardening.  Fortunately, there are some nurseries that specialize in native plants:
Toadshade Wildflower Farm
This nursery in Frenchtown, NJ, specializes in hard-to-find native wildflowers.  They operate by mail-order and have their holdings listed on their website:  www.toadshade.com. Phone number: (908) 996-6658.
Arrowwood Native Plant Nursery 
This nursery in Franklinville, NJ, concentrates mainly on native shrubs and trees.  They will ship at least some orders.  For a plant availability list, call (856) 697-6045 or e-mail NJPlants@aol.com.
New Jersey Audubon Society
The NJ Audubon Society holds sales of native plants in the spring.  They offer some plants that I haven’t been able to find elsewhere.  Check their website at www.njaudubon.org, or call one of their centers for more information.  Two relatively close centers are the Weis Ecology Center in Ringwood, NJ (973) 835-2160 and the Scherman-Hoffman Sanctuaries in Bernardsville (908)-766-5787.
Bowman's Hill Wildflower Preserve
Located just south of New Hope, PA, Bowman's Hill has major plant sales in May and September.  For plant sale dates and catalogs, check their website at www.bhwp.org or call (215) 862-2924.  They also sell wildflower seed year around. 

Resources for Birds and Butterflies
Wild Bird Center
Located in West Caldwell, NJ. The owner, Phoebe Esptein, is extremely well-informed about how to attract birds and butterflies and very interested in backyard wildlife habitat.  Phone(973) 618-0022.

 
                        Please help us to bring nature to our community,

Join the Group, it's Free!: 

Membership@MontclairWildlife.com
