I. Montclair Community Wildlife Habitat
What is the Community Wildlife Habitat program?

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) has a program to certify communities as Community Wildlife Habitats if the communities take steps to enhance and protect wildlife habitat in private and public spaces.

Why is this important?

Suburban sprawl and general environmental degradation have put pressure on many forms of wildlife, including species of butterflies, songbirds, and native wildflowers.  Enhancing habitat locally offers some relief to these species and improves the quality of human life as well.  Many of the elements that put wildlife at risk, such as pesticides, herbicides, and synthetic fertilizers, are also unhealthy for people and their pets.

What can individuals do to create a more wildlife-friendly habitat in Montclair?
There are many steps you can take in your own yard.  Here are a few:

· Reduce lawn size and landscape with native plants 

· Use plants that provide food or shelter for wildlife – milkweed for monarch butterflies, native honeysuckle and wild columbine for hummingbirds, coneflowers for yellow finches, dogwoods, native viburnums, and berry bushes for birds in general 

· Provide a water source for birds, such as a birdbath or a small pond 

· Use compost instead of synthetic fertilizer for your garden 

· Let grass clippings lie after mowing so that your lawn can fertilize itself 

· Think of your lawn as a mosaic of green plants rather than an artificially uniform carpet – this natural look means you don’t have to treat it with harmful herbicides and pesticides

How could Montclair become a Community Wildlife Habitat?
Becoming a Community Wildlife Habitat requires a grassroots effort of interested people.  We need to work together to involve businesses, schools, civic groups, and religious organizations.  The project should include multifamily dwellings and public spaces as well as individual homes.  We can set our own goals under general guidelines from the NWF.

